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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 


The volume microcopied on this roll has the following back 
strip title: "32 / Shanghai / March 5, 1881 / December 30, 1881 / 
Department / of State." It contains despatches, with enclosures, 
addressed to the Department of State from United States consular 
officials at Shanghai, China, between March 5 and December 30, 
1881. The contents are registered on Roll 1 of the microcopy. 


The volume is part of a body of records in the National 


Archives designated as Record Group No. 59, General Records of the 
Department of State. It is volume 32 of a series generally referred 
to as Consular Despatches, Shanghai. 
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In this case which was heard last Saturday, 
his Honour gave judgment this morning as 
follows :— 

The Municipal Council for the Foreigu Com- 
munity of abel North of the Yang-king- 

by their bring suit against 
Frank d, a citizen ofthe U.S., to recover 
Taels 10 and cents 72 as taxes all to be 
due from the Defendant as a householder with- 
is Sant See , for the last quarter of 
1880, for the mon March 1881, and for all 
of the second quarter of this year. While the 
Defendant denies the material allegations of 
the complaint, yet from the evidence adduced 
upon the trial, it appears that these taxes were 
against him in the usual way, and in 
accordance with the Land Regulations which 
have hitherto governed in such cases, and that 
t has been requested by Plaintiffs and 

a cone The Defendant denies that the Plain- 
tiffs are a legally constituted body, and that for 
this reason he should be taxed in any way upon 
their order for municipal or oth : 
that he is a citizen of the United States, and 
as such, only the of his Government 


legality of their action upon the Land Regula- 
tions of the Settlement, submitted to the 
Foreign Ministers at Peking and by them ap- 
proved September 24th, 1869, and which went 
into effect the g of the following year. 
The Ministers of the Treaty _— approving 
the Regulations to, were those of the 
U.S. of America, Great Britain, France, Russia, 
and the North German Confederation. But 
the Defendant disputes the authority of the 
U.8. Minister, by that act, to make him in 
any way liable to the demands of such a body 
as the Municipal Council of Shanghai. 

The United States Minister to China is the 
superior officer of this Consulate General, judi- 
cially as well as diplomatically, and whatever 
the result might be if the law bearing upon a 
suit of this nature was strictly construed, it is 
a fact, of which the Court must take judicial 
notice, that the Regulations alluded to were 
approved by the Minister for the United 
States acting as he believed within the 
scope of his Ministerial authority, and 
which action has been approved by the Ex, 


ecutive De t of hie Government. Not 


only this, but for eleven years the validity of 
these Regulations has been maintained and 
enforced by this Court. This, if there were 
cause me to at 


other reasons, Would 
a vi its decisions 
any ary case now. 
the Defendant claims 
citizenship, when he says 
State of New York of which 
resident and the United States 
a right to levy taxes on 
interpretation so broad would 
im from all taxation wherever he 
to go outside of the United States. 
does the Defendant make that distinc- 
must be made when considering the 
duties of a citizen at home, and those 
duties as a permanent or temporary 
China. Within the United States, he 
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is governed by the laws of the Btate wherein 

he resides, and by the general laws of Con- 

— This is not the case, however, in China; 
the laws of a State can have no bearing in 

protecting his rights here, or redressing his 

wrongs; while those of Congress are only 

in their application. The right to live in, a 


_— the various business callings in this 
pire is secured to citizens of the United States 
by treaty stipulations, and for the purpose of 
giving force and effect to those stipulations, Con- 
gress, by special Act, has established Ministe- 
rial and Consular Courts, with both diplomatic 
and judicial powers, the latter being in some 
respects extraordinary. Within the United 
States, a citizen cannot be tried for the com- 
mission of a felony unless he has first been 
indicted by a grand jury regularly drawn. 
And then he can tried upon such in- 
dictment by a jury of his peers, while in China 
he is denied both. So, in cases at law, in the 
United States, he is entitled to have his civil 
rights passed upon by ajury. This privilege 
he is denied here. There, he has the right of 
appeal, Here this right can only be claimed 
in certain cases. This distin ction is not referred 
to with the view to questioning the wisdom 
of it, but simply to show that it does exist. 
—_ United States vessels visiting the 
i t ports of China are entitled to have 
the services of pilots to take them safely in 
and out of port, but there is nothing said in 
the Treaty as to the manner of choosing them 
or of what nationality they shall be. This, 
however, has been provided for by the Chinese 
authorities, acting in Conjunction with the re- 
tatives of the Treaty powers; neither 
is there anything said in the Treaty of the 
United States about @ tax as a license fee for 
being protected in this privilege, yet such a tax 
is demanded by the authorities and 
properly collected from American citizens who 
are in that business here. It is but 
a legitimate outgrowth of Treaty stipulations 
with this Government. The same may be 
claimed with greater force for the establish- 
ment and maintainance of the Municipal Go- 
vernment for the foreign ment of Shanghai, 
The me sought by foreign governments in 
ing treaties with China was to obtain 
commercial ad } and the importance and 
resulting therefrom 


7 ers of different 
nationalities have been drawn here to stimu- 
protect them. The magnitude and 


needed t the Trea- 
e aid of a recognised Municipali- 
ty. For on account of the defects in the natural 


advantages of the Port, residents occupying 


anywhere within the business portion 
of the Settlement would continually suffer loss 
great inconveniences, if these defects were 
not cured by local ; and so long as 
choose to reside within these improved 

ies and continue to enjoy the advan- 
tages resulting from a local government which 
seems to be so well administered as this, it is 
but just that they should pay an equitable 


proportion of the taxes necessary for such pur- 
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poses. Judgment for plaintiffs as prayed for 


with costs, 
(Signed) 0. N. Denny, 
Consul- General, Acting Judicially. 
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called who would wish to say something ; but 
INQUEST. the medical testimony would determine the 
—— cuuse of death, andjthat being ascertained 

A Coroners enquiry was held this morning || the principal portion of the enquiry was fin-. 

* before Mr. O. N. y, United States Consal, || ished. 

‘and a jury of three, touching the death of an The jury then considered the second portion 
American citizen named Nellie Lawreuce, who |] of the “ inquisition,” the name and place of birth 
died in @ house, No. 15, Yuen-ming-yaen road, || of the deceased. Some documents, priscipally 

on the 97th instant. a will, and some letters from relatives, were 

had been yiewed by the jury on |} produced and considered. Que of the latter 

the 27th instant, and examined by two medical |} was from Gionsville, udiana. some con- 
| gentlemen. sultation the jary retarned the fgllowing verdict: 
Dr. McLeod gave evidence to the effect that || —In the matter of the inquisition upon the 
with | body of Nellie Lawrenge, deceased, -we 

the persons summouved’ to appear before 

Mr. O. N. Denny, Consa}-General for the United 

| States and Acting Coroner for the Oonsular 

District of Shanghai, at 10 o’cluck in the 

forenvon, on the 29th day of October, 1881, to 

| enquire into the cause of the death of Nellie 

Lawrence fond dead in a house in Shanghai 

—No. 16, Lower Yuen-ming-yuenRoad ,—hav- 

ing been duly sworn according to law and hav- 

ing made such inguisitions after inspectin 
the body aud hearing the testimony aibaned 
op oath, each and all do say that we find the 

Seceased was named Nellie Lawrence, was a 

id Xuajive of Lexington, in Kentucky, aged 
; | about 80 years; that she came to her death 

ou the 27th day of October, 1881, in Shanghai, 

i China from asphyxia induced by Bright's 

disease of the kidneys, all of which weyduly 

certify by this inquisition in writing by us 
igued this 29th day of October, 1881. 


‘: f wave toa Juror, Dr. McLeod said he | 
not know if the deceased had taken chloral 
For morphia, He explained how asphyxia oc- | 
“| eurred in cases where the conditions of the} — 
kidneys and other ergans were similar to those 
of deceased, aud said that there was no foreign | 


the bruises you found on the body had anything | 
todo with the death of the deceased ? ; 
Doctor McLeod—No, they were superficial, | 
aud had no connection with the condition of | 
the organs I have meutioned or with the 
sto . ae Dy Ps oe 
A Juro#—Were their any sigus of morphia 
ot chloral’ having been taken ? ” es eae | 
Dr. MeDitod replied thatthere were none. = | 
The Coroner—Phen suffocation really = | 
place from gumbination arising f om 
disease of the kidpeye aud stomach. | 
Dr. MeLieod—From the kidneys ; not the 
stomach. He then explained the bearing of 


the disease, and the effect it had. 


answer to a Juryman, 
~ McLeod mi that death must have | 
commenced from the heart, for the air passages — 
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Mr. Bennerr said :—The doctor says be 
ave Mr, Lewis a prescription that morning. 
fs would be well to know what it was aud 
what it was for. s 
Witness,—I gave him a ption con- 
taining chloral, bromide potassiam, and 
a few drops of tincture of digitalis. Iu 
order to be on the safe side [ only ordered 
two doses, to be pat up in a small bottle, sn: 
that, if he had taken it all, even, it would not 
have done him any harm. Had he taken the 
two doses together he would not have ran 
then into — danger. I do not know, of 
my own knowledge, whether he took a dose 

or not. 

Mr. Bennert—There was nothing in what 

ou gave him to have injared him, even if 
he had taken the whole of it? 

Witness,—No. Kuowing his condition, I 
oly gave him a half-ouuce bottle, That 
would havedone him no harm, even if he had 
taken it all, 

The jurors had no farther qaestions to ask. 

Mr, Reriiy,—I am mavager of the Central 
Hotel. Mr. Lewis was a guest there, He 
came to the Hotel about the Ist of the preaeut | ; 
month, On Saturday last, about helf-past 
9 o'clock, the boy from bie room came to me 
in the Reading Room aad tuid we Mr. Lewis 
was very sick, and aleo said at the same time 
something «bout blood, I immediately 
turned round to with the hey to Mr, 
Lewis’ room ; aud Lasked Mr, Thirkell, who) . 
was standing close-by, to go with me, We 
entered Mr. Lewis’ room together. We 
found Mr. Lewis straggling on the floor, | 
covered with blood ; hisclo were covered 
with blood, as was the part of the room where 
he was lying. I spoke to him by vame but 
could not get any answer fromhim. He groan- 
ed and from one side to another. 
| He was lyivg om the floor, siot on the bed. 1 
felt him by the arm and felt his pulse but | 
could not satisfy myself about his evndition. 
His extre were quite cold. I made ap 
explanation. and a request to Mr Thirkeli 
about getting a doctor ; he offered immedi- 
| ately to go aud bring Dr. Jamieson, I ob-| 

served a cut on Mr. Lewis’ left wrist, but it 

had stopped bleeding save that a few dio 
oozed from it, I bound a handkerchief tightly 
round it. There wasa knife ou a table close 
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